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PSALM XXXIII. ver. 1. 
Rejoice in the Lord, O Ye Righteous ; 
for ut becometh well the Juſt to be 
thankful. 


— — — 


O return thanks for Benefits 
received is a duty univer- 
a ſally acknowledged both rea- 
— nl, and juſt. The great 
Rule of Equity preſcribeth it to us; 
we expect thanks for Obligations con- 
ferred, and therefore ought to return 
them for Obligations received. If then 
this concluſion be juſt, and it becometh 
ſometimes a duty to be thankful to Man; 
how much more ſtrongly doth the ar- 
gument hold; how great is the duty of 
being thankful to God? If we are bound 
in Gratitude to give thanks for the acci- 
dental little offices of kindneſs, and hu- 
manity we receive from Man; how much 
more are we bound in Gratitude to give 
thanks for the perpetual and ineſtimable 

55 B great 
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oreat Benefits we receive from God? It 
is impoſſible to be either Rigateous, or 


Juſt without it; for as a moral obliga- 


tion is the righteous Man bound to ob- 
ſerve, and as a juſt debt is the juſt Man 


bound to pay the duty of Thankſgiving 
to God. This the Royal Plalmiſt, the 


righteous, and juſt Author of the text, 
was very ſenſible of; and therefore inthe 


beginning of this his Pſalm, or Song to 


God, He calleth upon his righteous, and 
juſt brethren to join in Chorus with him 


to the Praiſes of God. Reporce in the 


Lord, O Ye Righteous; for it becometh 


 . well the Juſt to be thankful, or, as the 


words would be with no very material 


difference ſtrictly tranſlated ; Rejoice, or 


ſing praiſes, O Te Juſt, 10 the Lord: 


in the Righteous comely is praiſe. And 
in the next Pſalm he profeſſeth his con- 
tinuance in this duty; Till always giue 


thanks unto the Lord, his Praiſe ſhall 


ever be in my mouth; but ſtill more ex- 


preſly in the hundred, and forty fifth 


Pſalm, moſt properly entitled, David's - 
Plalm of Praiſe, as well from the pe- 


* Plalm xxxiv, 1, 


| culiarly 
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culiarly Divine ſtrains, and emphatick 


harmony, as from the ſubject matter of 


it. I wall magnify thee, O God, My 
King, and I will praiſe thy name for 


ever, and ever. Every day will I give 


thanks unto thee, and praiſe thy name for 


ever, and ever. And it is moſt proba- 
ble, that it was this very tender ſenſe 
holy David had of the Divine Favours, 


with his moſt thankful acknowledgments 
for them, ariſing from the inmoſt receſſes 


of his Soul, that recommended him ſo par- 
ticularly to God, as to obtain to him that 
moſt diſtinguiſhingly glorious character 
of the * Man after God's own Heart. For 
if we examine his conduct in other re- 
ſpects, we ſhall be at a lols to diſcover, 
what elſe could recommend him to ſo 
great a Favour. Enoch, Noah, Abra- 
ham, Moſes, and moſt of the other Pa- - 
triarchs, ſeem by the Holy Scriptures to 
have walked with God as blameleſs, and 


in ſome very grie vous inſtances more 


blameleſs than David did: but in giving 


of thanks, and ſinging praiſes unto God 
did this ect Hinger of Iſiael by much 


Ver. t. Ve. 2 * Sa 2000 
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excel them all. He praiſes the Lord in 
the hundred, and third Pſalm with ſuch 
a Divine ardour of Soul for all his bene- 
fits, and both in that, and in many others 
chanteth his Hallelujahs to the whole 
Creation with ſuch extatick raptures, as 
could not but reach the heart, and ſecure 
him the affection of the great God of 
Love; to whom the ſacrifice of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving is the moſt noble of- 
tering we can bring: and is accepted by 
him with pleaſure from his Creatures, as 

the grateful tribute of their Creation. 
Therefore our excellent Liturgy taketh 
care to remind us, as often as we come 
together into the Houſe of God, that we 
here aſſemble, and meet together to render 
thamle to God, for the great Benefits, that 
we have recerved at his hands, and to ſet 
forth his moſt worthy Praiſe. This is to 
be always the chief end of our meeting 
here; but in order to do this aright, it 
is highly 2 in the firſt place, to con- 
fels our ſins to God, and aſk his pardon 
for them, that our Souls may be deliver- 
ed from fin by a pardon given us upon 

© cxly, cxlviii, cl. | 

Our 


(5) 
our true Repentance, and ſo our lips pure 
when we ſing unto God: and this par- 
don being pronounced, we immediately 
proceed to the Praiſes of God, the great 
end of our Creation; and this we are 
to do every day, nay, every minute, 
and hour of our lives, if not by an ac- | 
tual performance, yet by an habitual | 
diſpoſition, and inclination thereto; which 
muſt break forth into act * i marr xa, in 
every ſeaſon, and upon every occaſion 
proper for it. Seven times a day did 
Holy David in the great zeal of his 

Devotion ſing, and praiſe his God, 
ſeven times a day do I praiſe thee; 
becauſe of thy judgments. But morning, 
and evening He never failed; and this 

He recommendeth to us for our conſtant 
practice; It is a good thing to give thanks 
unto the Lord, andto ſing praiſes unto thy 
name, O thou moſt Higheſt, to tell of thy 
loving kindaeſs early inthe morumy, and of 
thy truth in the night ſeaſon ; which our 
Church taketh care, we ſhall do in out 
publick, and preſcribeth likewiſe in our 
private Prayers. This in the language 

Epheſ. vi. 18. Pſalm cxix. 164. Pſalm xcii. KS c 
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of the Scriptute is to do a thing conti- 
nually, to do it conſtantly, in its due, 
and regular ſeaſon; and therefore thus 
continually to praiſe God, for the conti- 
nual Benefits he conferreth upon us, is 
our ordinary duty. 

But there is beſide this an extraordi- 
nary duty of Praiſe, and Thankſgiving to 
God, for the extraordinary favours He 

conferreth upon us; ſuch are all thoſe, 
- which exceed the ordinary diſpenſations 
of the good Providence of God. And 
this extraordinary duty of Praiſe, and 
Thankſgiving increaſeth in proportion 
to the greatneſs of the extraordinary fa- 
vours received. Great therefore, very 
great, upon this Holemn Occaſion is our 
extraordinary duty of Praiſe, and Thankſ- 
giving to God. We are here met to- 
gether 20 render thanks to God for all the 
great Benefits, that we have received at 
his hands, and to ſet forth his moſt worthy 
praiſe for them; but for this more eſpe- 
cially, and in particular are we now met 
rogether, to thank God for the generous 

Maintenance he hath reached out unto us, 
and the ingenuous H ducation he hath vouch- 


ſafed 
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ſaled us by the Sounteous Liberality of 
our memorable Founder Mr. THOMASC 
SUTTON; that at this ſeaſon of the year 
firſt commenced, and therefore this ſea- 
ſon of the year by our Great, and Good 
Governors is piouſly eſtabliſhed in its 
annual revolutions the ſeaſon of Thankſ- 
giving to God. Which that we may bet- 
ter obſerve, and perform at this time, it 
will be yery . to take an eſtimate 
of the great Benefit received. The great 
benefit received is this, A Moſt Noble 
Foundation of Chriſtian Charity; 


16, For the relief of the Poor, 
2%, For the advancement of Learn- 
mg, and 


3%, For the Propagation of Religion. 


This * a very great Man of that time 
telleth us was our pious Founder's intent; 
and therefore under theſe three heads do! 
chooſe to conſider the Benefit received, 
and from thence to make an eſtimate of 
the greatnels of it. 

1, This Foundation was deſigned for 

the relief of the Poor, 


* Lord Verulam. 


— — —— ee— 
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i To do good, and to communicate, for- 
get not; for with ſuch ſacrifices God is 
well pleaſed, faith the great Apoſtle to 
the . He that giweth alms, ſa- 
crificeth praiſe, ſaith the wiſdom of S;- 
rach ; it is an odour of a ſweet ſmell, 
à ſacrifice acceptable, well pleaſing to 
God, faith again the ſame great Apoſtle; 
as being the moſt ſubſtantial proof, and 
undeniable evidence of a grateful mind. 
For it is very poſſible to be grateful only 
in ſhew, and thankful barely in appear- 
_ ance, and with the Jews of old hypocri- 
ically to® honour God with our lips, while 
our hearts are far from him, very much 
_ eſtranged from a due ſenſe of the great 
duty of Praiſe. But when we Honour God 
with our ſubſtance, it is beyond appear- 
ance, we are grateful in reality, and be- 
yond contradiction prove, we have a ten- 
der ſenſe of the Divine Favours deeply 
impreſſed upon our Souls. For if we aſk 
with the Royal Pſalmiſt "what we ſhall 
render unto the Lord for all bis Benefits, we 


. Heb. xili. 16. & Ecclus xxxv. 2. Phil. iv. 18. 
* Ifaiah xxix. 13, Pſalm cxvi. 12. | 
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ſhall immediately find, rhat our Good- 
nels, 7. e. our Beneficence, or power 
of doing good extendeth not to him, 
who is compleatly happy, and enjoy- 
eth all things in himſelf, and that there 
fore we cannot make any direct, and 
immediate returns of kindneſs, and fa- 
vour to God, but that indirect, and 
mediate ones we may, in the perſons 
of his Poor, whom he has commiſſioned 
to receive them of us in his ſtead. 
| Todo good therefore, and to diſtri- 

bute, and to give alms for the ſake of 
God is the moſt acceptable ſacrifice of 
Praiſe, it is a ſure mark of a willing, 
grateful, and obedient mind, and then t 
is accepted according to what a Man 
| hath, and becometh both the height of 
Gratitude and the excellency of Virtue 
too. It is the heightof Gratitude, be- 
cauſe it is the beſt return we can make; 
and the excellence of Virttie, becauſe it 
is to imitate God in his Goodneſs, the 
moſt glorious, amiable, and excellent 
of all his Perfections. | 

This among many others is one 
good reaſon for God's unequal diſtribu- 
E tion 


(19) 
tion of worldly favours, and why the 
" Poor ſhall never ceaſe from the land, 
viz. that there may never be wanting an 
opportunity of exerciſing this great vir- 
tue of Humanity, or rather of the Di- 
vinity ; that we may always have it in 
our power to do good, and as often as 
we pleaſe, give the moſt ſolid proofs of 
our Gratitude to God. To theſe ends 
according to our Bleſſed Saviour, the 
* Poor we have always with us; they 
are always at hand to exerciſe our Vir- 
tue, to manifeſt our Gratitude, and to 
prove our Obedience, For leſt by this 
unequal diſtribution of his favours, God 
might not ſeem to have a due care of 
all the works of his hands, and more 
eſpecially of Man, if I may be allow'd 
the expreſſion, the Favourite of the Crea- 
tion, hath God expreſly commanded 
them, that are rich in this world, that 
he be ready to give, and glad to di- 
ſiribute what they can ſpare 20 thein 
poor brethren that have need; and ſpare 
they moſt certainly can; for God hath 
dealt out his Benefits with, a moſt libe- 
„Deut. xv. 11. Mark xiv. 7. ? 1 Tun. vi. 17: 
ral 
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ral hand, and there is abundantly enough 
for the comfortable ſubſiſtence of every 
one, would each man be contented with 
what 1s properly his ſhare; but if we 
are deſirous of more, and graſp at what 
was not originally our due, we are not. 
allowed to engrols it to our ſelves, to 
pamper therewith our wanton luſts, and 
appetites, but muſt commence the Stew- 
ards of the Great Sovereign of Nature, 
and as ſuch take care of his ſervants ; 
after his example, and in humble obe- 
dience to his Commands, as far as it 
is in our power, give to all their meat 
m due ſeaſon. This is the nn uſe 
of Riches, and the Bleſſings conſequent 
thereupon, are the great advantages which 
attend them. 
A moſt juſt and good Steward, there- 
fore, of the Great Sovereign of Nature 
was our moſt Charitable Founder, by 
whole pious diſtribution of his wealth great 
aumbers here in due ſeaſon are daily fed, 
and not only fed, but taught; taught daily 
to return their moſt humble thanks to the 
great Lord of Heaven and Earth, the chief 
Proprietor of theſe daily benefits con- 
„„ —_— 


„ 
ferred upon this Steward of God, but 


our moſt generous Benefattor. 


1. Moſt generous in the extent of 
his kindnels, and 

2. Moſt gracious in the manner 
or Me 


1. Moſt generous in the extent of 
his kindneſs, if to maintain above two 
hundred perſons, all decently and pro- 
perly according to their ſeveral ſtations 
and degrees be true Generoſity. But 
why do I call it Generofity ? That is 
too mean a name; it is Charity, truly 

Chriſtian Charity, to provide for ſuch a 
number of Souls. „ 

2. Moſt gracious therefore was our 
good Founder in the manner of this his 
great gift, by which it is very manifeſt, 
that He chiefly conſidered our better part, 
our immortal Souls, tho our bodies 
were by no means neglected by him, but 
a very ample proviſion made for both. 
And this will more evidently appear, if 
we conſider 


x, TW perſons for whom, and 
2. The end to which his Great Be- 
refattion was deligned, 1. The 


2 

1. The perſons for whom his great 
Bene factium was deſigned are both Young 
and Old; and . | 

2. The end of it, that they may here 

be maintained, and taught, the Young 
how to live, and the Old how to die good 
Chriſtians. 8 
Therefore the Scholars are incapable 
of admiſſion in the firſt ſtage of their 
lives, while the faculties of the Soul are 
moſt weak, and reaſon but yet in the 
dawn; but in the ſecond ſtage, when the 
faculties of the Soul gather ſtrength, and 
reaſon begineth to exert itſelf; They are 
here kindly received, warmed, and che- 
riſhed, as in the ripening Sun; and learn 
the rudiments of Literature both human 
and Divine; they are taught to diſcover 
the great Author of their Being, and 
the duties they owe unto Him; and are 
inſtructed in the learned Languages, the 
great keys of Science, that they may be 
able hereafter to open, and ſearch the 
moſt recluſe parts of it, and themſelves 
one day explain, and teach them to the 
„„ 
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But the Penſioners are not admitted, 
until declined in years, becaule hitherto 
it is to be hoped they have been of 
| ſervice to the world, and beneficial to 
others, as well as themſelves, bur being 
now declined in years, old age lying 
heavy upon them, and the infirmities of 
Nature gathering ſtrength againſt them; 
it is to be feared in their Fad circum- 
ſtances they could be of little, or no 
ſervice in the world; and therefore they 
have a decent retreat, and comſortalis 
maintenance provided for them here, that 
from henceforth being dead to this boi- 
ſterous, troubleſome world, they may live 
to themſelves alone, and lead the reſi- 
due of their lives in Righteouſneſs, and 
Peace; moſt carefully recollecting their 
paſt tranſgreſſions, and as carneſtly re- 
penting of them, ſtedfaſtly reſolving to 
continue for the future in the true faith, 
and fear of God; and thus with holy 
75 pattently to wait all the days of 
their appoimed time, till their great 
change ſhall come, that they may then 
willingly, and even with joy quit this 
Job xiv. 14. 
2 life, 
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life, in an aſſured hope of a glorious 
Reſurrection to life eyerlaſting through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
I ſhall now proceed to the ſecond 
head of my diſcourſe, and ſhall conſi- 
der this Foundation, as deſigned for the 
Advancement of Learning. 

In the firſt age of Chriſtianity, whilſt 
its Religion was pure, and unmix d, it 
wanted not the aſſiſtance of humane 
Learning, either for its propagation, or 
ſupport; being backed by Miracles, tho? 

reached by Fiſhermen ſimple, and un- 
ee it was abundantly ſufficient for 
its own Eſtabliſhment in its true native 
Simplicity, and genuine form. And 
therefore St. Paul is very careful to in- 


form us, aht his ſpeech and his preach- 


ing were not with inticing words of 


Man's wiſdom, but in the demonſtration 
of the Spirit, and of Power. For St. Paul, 


and as far as it appears, St. Paul alone 


of all the Apoſtles knew how by art 
to perſuade, * being educated inthe School 
of Hillel, moſt eminent for Learning 


* . 


among the Fews, and there brought up. 


21 Cor. ii. 4. * Prideaux Con. p. 2. b. 8. 
: 5 at 


. 
at the feet, 7. e. _ the Diſciple, and 
conſtant attendant of the great Ga- 


maliel, a Doctor of the Law, and had 


in reputation among all the People, and 
Prince of the great Sanhedrim of the Jews : 
From the precepts of ſo great a maſter St. 
Paul was well ſkilled in humane Litera- 
ture, as is evident from his diſcourſe to the 
Athemans, Acts xvn; and knew how by 
art to perſuade, as moſt fully appears 
from his eloquent Speech to King Agrippa 
before Portius Feftus, the Roman Go- 
vernor of Judea, Acts xxvi. But his 
ſpeech and his preaching in general of 
the doctrine of Chrift was not in the en- 
zicing words of Man's wiſdom, but in 
the demonſtration of the Spirit, and of 
Power. In plain and ſimple terms He 
delivered his meſlage to the world, and 
proved it to come from God, not by 
| Rherorical Eloquence, and probable ar- 
- guments, but by the demonſtration of 
Miracles, the fulleſt evidence of a meſ- 


ſage from God; and therefore St. Paul pur- 


poſely avoided the Sophiſtical Eloquence 
of humane art, not only as judging It 


Adds v. 34 3 
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e 
beneath the digniry of a meſſage from 
| God, for its reception to be beholden to 

the aſſiſtance of Man, but alſo, and 
chiefly ro ſettle Chriſtianity on its true 
foundation, the expreſs will of God, 
that our Faub, as St. Paul informs us, 
ſhould land not in the' wiſdom of meu, 
but in the Power of God,” Like a wiſe 
Maſter- builder, He would not place Chriſ- 
tianity on che ſandy foundation of human 
reaſoning, but placed it on the immovea- 
ble rock of the great Power of God 
Being firmly ſettled on this true foun- 
dation, it did bear unſhaken the moſt 
violent ſtorms of Perſecution raiſed a- 
gainſt it by its cruel Adverſary the De- 
vil, who vainly attempted to ſmother 
it in its infancy, in 2 blood of its 
true Profeſſors; but the good Provi- 
dence of God oyerruled the Devil's ma- 
lice, and confirmed Chriſtianity by thoſe 
very ſtorms. The od of the Martyrs 
was the feed of the Church, and pro- 
duced a moſt plentiful harveſt of Con- 
verts to it. | FL I 


1 Cor. ü. 5. | 
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- Its ſubtle Enemy therefore next at- 
tacketh it by the gentler arts of Peace, 
Philoſophy and Rhetorick are the arms, 
by which it is next ſtormed. Then was 
there firſt occaſion for, and therefore 
then firſt was introduced humane Learn- 
ing into the Chriſtian Church to defend, 
but not to propagate Chriſtianity, for the 
reaſons already alledged. And defended 
it was moſt learnedly, the Devil again 
defeated, and the Philoſophers foiled at 
theit own weapons by the learned Fathers 
Being thus twice defeated, and expe- 
rimentally convinced, that the gates of 
Hell, would never finally prevail again 
the Church of Chriſt by theſe methods of 
attack, its reſtleſs Adverſary reſolves 

next to try whether Ignorance would 

not finally prevail; but Thanks be to 
God, the great Father of Mercies! here- 

in he did not, and we have God's gra- 
cious promiſe, he never fhall finally 
prevail; but for ſeveral hundred years 
the Devil craftily ſeemed at peace with 
the Church, and lulled it aſleep into 
ignorance by eaſe, While he moſt plen- 
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(19) 
tifully ſowed his tares; ſo as in a man- 
ner quite to choak up, and obſcure the 
little wheat, that was left among them. 
The tares of Superſtition, the firſt born 
of Ignorance ſprung up ſo abundantly 
in this deep fleep of the Chriſtian 
Church, and flouriſhed ſo mightily un- 
der the pretended infallible authority of 
a fallible man, that he word of God: 
was made of none effect by his tradi- 
tions; nay, vain and idolatrous was the 
worſhip paid to God by the command» 
ment of man; untill God in his great 
Mercy awaked us out of this Lethargi 


Sleep, and taught us by the revival of 


Learning, and Knowledge among us to 
diſcover, and upon the diſcovery gave 
us grace to reject theſe corrupt traditi- 
ons, and led us back to the fountain» 
head the holy Scriptures, there to ſearch 
for, and learn the expreſs will of God; 
that we might diſtinguiſh the com- 
mandments of God from the com- 
mandments of man, and leara to obey 
them accordingly; the commandments 
of God in the firſt place, and after- 
wards thoſe of man, whilſt duly ſub- 
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ſervient to, and only tending to pra- 
mote the obſervance of the command - 
ments of God; for which good end, 
and for which good end alone, Man 
hath authority to command in the Church 
of God. . 5 wok, 

And being by the Grace of God brought 
back from Ignorance and Error, it was 
natural, and grateful highly to eſteem, 
and value the means by which we were 
thus happily reduced, v2. Learning, 
and Knowledge; and it was but pru- 
dent, to take all proper meaſures for 
ſecuring for the future theſe invaluable 
Bleſſings among us; and to this end 
Schools of Literature, and Endowments 
for Learning have been amply ſcattered 
| through the Land; but none, I would 
gratefully believe, more prudently de- 
ſigned, or more happily ſucceſsful in 
promoting this great end, than the School, 
and other Endowments of this great 
Foundation; which are not confined withe 
in theſe walls, but reach both Univer- 
ities, where a generous Penſion is given 
by it to its learned Sons; nor doth its 
Care of them, or its Bounty terminate 
here, 
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here, but it kindly receiveth them again, 
as opportunity offereth to its moſt diſtin- 
aiſhed Favours at home, or to its Pre- 


ferments abroad, where it ſendeth them 


to preach the Goſpel to its Tenants, 
its more diſtant Relations, with a libes 
ral, and ample Maintenance in many 
different parts of this Realm, Thus, 
like the Sun, doth this Moſt Noble Fore 
dation ſhine upon all, but warmeth choſe 
moſt, directly ſubject to its rays; and 
is a Moft Illuſtrious Example of Pro- 
teſtant Charity, to the Glory of God, 
and the Honour of the Reformation in 
general, and of this Church and Nation 
in particular, as the Great Charnable 
Donatiom of a private Member of u. 
And by this method, this Foundation 
likewiſe anſwers that other part of our 
pious Founder's deſign, viz. - The Pro- 
pagation of Religion; which I had ſet 
apart for the third head of my diſ- 
courſe; bur ir is ſo much intermixed, 
and ſo naturally coincideth with what 1 
have ſaid on the ſecond, the Advances 
ment of Learning, that I ſhall not de- 
| tam 


(22) 
tain you upon it, when I have further ob- 
ſerved, that it is not thus alone, that his 
Foundation advanceth Learning, and pro- 
pagateth Religion. No, this noſt noble 
Foundation, even great as it is, is too fruit- 
ful a Mother to be able again to receive, 
and employ all her numerous Iſſue, and 
too happy, and ſucceſsful are very 
many of her Sons to ſtand in need of 
her own employments; the good Pro- 
vidence of God moſt amply providing 
for them, and advancing them to the 
Honours, and Preferments of the world 
by other means, and thereby enabling 
them to anſwer the great end of their 
Education here, by putting it in their 
power to be eheßclal b Mankind, and 
both 20 advance Learning, and to pro- 
pagate Religion, and io exerciſe towards 
others that (Charity, the happy influen- 
ces of which here firſt they felt, the ru- 
diments of which here firſt they were 
taught. | 

And now, from what hath been ſaid, 
may, I hope, be taken a proper Eſti- 
mate of the Greatneſs, and not only " 
141 | the 
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the Greatneſs, but Goodneſs, nay, HF1/- 
dom and Excellency. of ou pious Founs, 
ders Deſign,” who had ſo much of his 
good Maker's image in him, as to de- 
light to do good, and to be as bene- 
ficial as he poſſibly could; for Benefi- 
cence is a Godlike virtue, and, as I have 
already obſerved, the imitation of God 
in the very beſt of his Perfections. 
This proves the Goodneſs, as the great 
number ro which it reacheth demon- 
ſtrateth the Greatneſs of this maſt exten- 
ſive Liberaluy. And if generouſly 10 
maintain both Old, and Young, and at 
the ſame time, and by the ſame means 
zo advance Learning, and to propagate 
Religion, be a wile and excellent deſign, 
the Miſdom and Excellency of this Foun- 
dation is likewiſe evident 5. which, Bleſ- 
ſed be God, hath hitherto hee ſucceſs- 
ful, and fully anſwered its Author's great 
and good deſi ggg. 


- 
„ 


That this Foundation hath relieued 
the. Poor, and that great numbers of 
them, hundreds, and hundreds now with 
God have happily experienced. 
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That i bath advanced Learning, and 
propage Revigs „ the many ſucceſs- 
ful Labours, and pions Works of its 
learned Sons declare; who being dead 
yet ſpeak, their Works prai/e them, and 
this Foundation. | {OE ee 
That it continueth to reheve the Poor, 
we have à moſt full proof now before 
us. And that it yet-advanceth Learn- 
ing, and propagateth Religion, and that 
in a very eminent degree, the great me- 
rit of our learned Friends very loud- 
ly proclaimeth, who moſt gratefully 
Dales themſelves at 0h. Holemmity to 
make their due acknowledgment to 
the great Father of mercies, and Author 
of every good we enjoy, for the great 


good they here once received, for the 


ſeeds of Religion, and Learning here firſt 


ſown in their hearts, which now yield 


much fruit in its due, and proper ſeaſon, 


and bleſs with their increaſe both Church, 
n ene 
And chat this moſt fruitful Founda- 
tion will continue thus to do good, and 
bring forth much fruit to the lateſt * 
£1 | rio 
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riod of time to the ſervice of both Church, 


and State, we have the ſame ſecurity, 
that we have for the Preſent Happy 
Eftabhſhment of them; for it is aur 

eculiar Honour, of all the many Great, 
and Noble Foundations for Charity, and 
Learning within this Realm, to have our 
Great King for our Honorary Governor, 
rogether with his Royal Highneſs the 
Prince of Wales, and the firſt and chief 
Per/ons both in Church, and State to 
govern us under His ſacred Majeſty's 
moſt happy Auſpices, The Great Bleſ- 
ſg of this we have experimentally felt; 
and the Happmeſs of it may we for ever 
enjoy! for thus governed, and thus pro- 
tected, humanly ſpeaking, we muſt be 
ſecure, and flouriſh in full Proſperity, 
the power of Man can do nothing againſt 
us, and the power of Heaven, it is to 
be hoped, is on our ſide: We have re- 
ceived moſt ſignal inſtances of the Di- 
vine Favour, and have continual marks 
of it; and may we be duly thankful far 
theſe great Mercies! 
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To return therefore from whence we 
ſer out, it is very meet, right, and our 
bounden duty to rejoice in the Lord for 
theſe great Benefits; and it hecomerh us 
well to he thankful for ſuch extraordi- 
nary Favours. e 

1. To God in the firſt place, from 
Vvhom every good, and perfect gift doth 
originally proceed, by giving thanks, 
and by joining with the Royal Pſalmiſt, 
our pious Founder, and all the Spirits 
of juſt men made perfect, nay, with 
Angels, and Arch- Angels and all the 
Hoſt of Heaven in Hallelujahs to his 
name; and | N 

2. To gur Founder, by expreſſing 
upon every occaſion an honourable re- 
gard to his moſt worthy memory, but 
more eſpecially upon 2%is his great Com- 
"memoration Day, and by daily bleſſing 

"God for Hm; le 0 7 
" 3. To ow Governours; by paying 
a moſt reſpectful Obedience to all their 
Commands; and by praying unto God 
for them, that they may long continue 
in Peace and Proſperity, to govern us on 


earth, 


earth, and that, when they ſhall be 
taken from their earthly Glories, they 
may be admitted to the everlaſting Glo- 
ries of the Kingdom of Heaven. thro 


jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 


Ty whom with the Father, and the Holy 


Ghoſt, be finally aſcribed all Honour, : 
and Glory, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, 


and Dominion for ever more. 
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